Autumn Term 2 2020

Attendance Matters Newsletter
Hello and welcome to the second issue of the Attendance Matters Newsletter. As part of
our attendance strategy to improve and promote attendance we have launched an
Attendance Newsletter. The aim of this newsletter is to:
•

Continue to raise awareness of the importance of good attendance

•

Inform parents/carers of the schools policies and procedures

•

Inform parents/carers/carers of the schools current attendance figure

•

Provide helpful tips on getting your child to school on time

•

Promote the rewards for pupils who attend every day and on time

This newsletter will be issued monthly to all parents - We hope you will find this helpful and
informative.

Whole School Attendance

Attendance Target

September

Our target is 96%- but we are a long way off reaching
our target. The Department for Education tracks
attendance carefully and judgements on how well a
school is doing is partially based on whole school
attendance. The national average is 96.7%. We need
your help to improve attendance for our school. You
can help by coming to school every day and on time.

Whole School: 90.4%
Year 2: 89.9%
Year 1: 90.7%

Reception: 92.9%
Nursery: 83.9%
Challenge: Can we get
attendance to 93% by the
end of next month?

Reporting Absence
It is a parent/carer’s
responsibility to notify school by
9am if their child is absent. A
reason must be provided

Important Attendance Information
There are 190 days in a school year, which leaves 175 days to spend on family time,
shopping, appointments and other things!
Persistent Absentees
The government defines persistent absentees as pupils with attendance of less than 90%.
This equates to just 2 days per month off. At Gorton Primary School we have 33 pupils
who have attendance below 90% that is 26% of our school. This much absence from
school has a negative impact on pupils learning.

100% Attendance Bear
Congratulations!!
A Big congratulations to all the pupils who have managed to achieve 100% attendance so
far this academic year. As a special treat these pupils will receive their 100% attendance
certificate and 100% attendance bear. Remember there will be a chance for your child to
win the 100% attendance lion for 100% for the whole of Spring term!

You are Super Duper Attendance Stars!
Nursery: Harvey
Reception: Tia, Aaima, Ammar, Priya
Year 1: Joyful, Sara, Miral, Laraib, Toby, Enstar, Mariam,
Amelia, Roohi, Linclon, Louie, Jordan
Year 2: Zarha, Ario, Hassan, Mudaithr, Uzair, Imaan, Ahmed, Nihal, Husam

Spotlight on Persistent Absentees
Statistics show that persistent absentees are less likely to achieve their full potential, and can
affect GCSE grades, and a child’s future prospects. Pupils with no absence at Key Stage 2 are
4.7 times more likely to achieve Exceeding at the end of KS2, than pupils that missed 15-20% of
sessions. At Key Stage 4, pupils with no absence are 2.8 times more likely to achieve 5+ GCSEs
A*-C or equivalent including English and Maths, than pupils missing 15-20% of KS4 sessions.
Your Legal Responsibility
If your child does not attend school regularly (over 90%) the Local Authority can take action
against you. This can be through a Fixed Penalty Notice (fine) or a summons to appear at Magistrates Court.

What is a Fixed Penalty Notice?
The Anti-Social Behaviour Act 2003 introduced legislation for Local
Authorities to issue Fixed
Penalty Notice Fines to parents/carers of pupils who have unauthorised absences from school.
A Penalty Notice fine can be issued for two reasons:
•

If a holiday is taken during term time without the permission of the Principal

•

If a pupil has unauthorised absence from school and their parent/carer fails to co-operate
with school staff and/or other professionals to improve the situation .

What are the fines?
£120 per parent/carer reduced to £60 if paid within 21 days. If the £120 is not paid within 28
days a summons can be issued to appear in Magistrates’ Court. The Local Authority can
decide whether to issue a summons to Magistrates’ Court instead of a Penalty Notice fine.
There is a link between good school attendance and high level attainment. Regardless of the
reason, if your child is absent from school it will impact on their learning. Parents/ carers are
legally responsible for ensuring their child attends school on time every day.

Absence during Term Time
Children must not be absent from school for:
•
Day trips
•
Shopping
•
Birthdays
•
Baby Sitting
•
Parent/carer or sibling illness

Medical Appointments

Where possible all appointments should be booked outside of school hours. Where
this is not possible, the amount of school time missed must be kept to a minimum.
School may not authorise the time off school if medical evidence is not provided.

Too ill to attend school?
Children can attend school with minor ailments (toothache, headache, stomach
ache, cold, sore throat) over the counter medicines can be given before school. It is
harmful to a child’s educational achievement to miss school regularly for minor
illnesses such as colds, coughs, headaches or tummy aches. Although children may
feel mildly under the weather they can often be well enough to attend school.
School will contact you if they become too ill to remain in school. Children should be
off school for 48 hours if they have diarrhoea or vomiting. If your child is ill, please take
them to the doctors and bring in an appointment slip so we can make a copy for our
records. You should phone school EVERY morning that your child is absent so that
their attendance records are kept accurate and up to date. If you are unsure how
long your child should be absent with an illness speak to your child’s school, your
doctor or your pharmacist for advice.

Unauthorised Leave in Term Time (Holidays)

Children are not entitled to holidays in term time. Family holidays should be taken
during school holiday periods. Requests for leave due to exceptional circumstances
preventing the period of leave being taken during school holidays must be made in
writing to the Principal. Fines of £120 per parent/carer reduced to £60 if paid within 21
days may be issued where unauthorised leave has been taken during term time.

Don’t
underestimate
how
important
attendance is. Even one day missed can
have an effect ion learning:
•
•
•
•
•

98 percent attendance means four
school days missed
95 percent attendance means 10 school
days missed
90 percent attendance means 19 school
days missed
80 percent attendance means 38 school
days missed
5 minutes late each day means three
school days missed

